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MR. FEILER: Today's date is October 


lith, 2001. The time now is 12:32 hours, 


and this is Monty Feiler of the Fire 


Department of the City of New York. I'm 
conducting an interview with the following 
individual. 

Please state your name, title and 


assigned command. 


L[EUTENANT JEZYCKI Lieutenant Steve 


Jezycki, Battalion 57. 


MR. FEILER: Of the New York City Fire 
Department. 
We're conducting the interview in the 


lieutenant's office in the quarters of 


Engine 220. This interview is regarding the 


events of September 11th, 2001. 
Q. Would you relate your information, 


lieutenant. 


MR. FEILER: I'm sorry, also present is 


Richard Dun of the New York City Fire 


Department. 
Q. I'm sorry, go ahead. 
A. On the morning of September 11th, from 


right across the harbor on Staten Island, I saw 
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one of the towers on fire. I proceeded home to 


my mother's house to get in touch with my sister, 


who we know works in Manhattan. She worked at 
One Liberty Plaza. 
So I went home to find my brother 


there, who is an off-duty lieutenant, Michael 


Jezycki. When we went in to get in touch with my 
sister, my mother informed us that my sister had 
called at 9:00 and said that she was at a meeting 
in the south tower on the 105 floor, that she was 
okay. 


At that point me and my brother grabbed 


our gear. Knowing that the bridges were shut 
down, we headed for the Staten Island ferry, 


which is five minutes away. We got on the ferry 


boat with a bunch of other off-duty firemen. We 


met up with Lieutenant Bob Perretta, Lieutenant 


Tom Pigott, and Firefighter Kevin Kelly. 


On the way over we made ourselves a 
five-man team. We were going to proceed to the 
90th floor, because that's where my sister called 
from. On the way over, we grabbed some ropes off 


the ferry boat. I had a couple of hand tools. 


As the ferry was pulling up to dock on 
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the Manhattan side, we saw the second collapse of 
the second tower come down. I thought that was 


the tower my sister was in. It ended up being 


the other way around. 

As soon as we get off the ferry, we 
jumped on a big black, pickup truck Jeep, with a 
bunch of other guys. It drove us right up the 
West side. We pulled up maybe ten minutes after 


the second collapse, I would say, thereabouts. 


I ran into Battalion Chief Artie 


Lakiotes, safety chief, who was trying to get a 


little organization of the guys on West Street 


there. He told us to take a manifold down 
towards the water. We were going to pump froma 
boat. 


We were taking this manifold towards 


the west side, and we heard that there was a 


fireman trapped. Then they called for the 


manifold back on West Street. So we started to 


bring the manifold back. We placed it down on 


West Street. 
We went in the direction of where the 


fireman was trapped. It turned out being a 


chauffeur from 65 Engine who was buried beneath 
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the walkway going over West Street on the World 


Trade Center sid 


Q. By Liberty Street? 
A. Yes, Liberty and West. 
There must have been -- I don't know -- 
15 guys. We made a line. We were digging. 
There were thr car fires right next to where 
they were digging. The heat was sort of 


hampering our digging efforts. 


We ended up finding an operating engine 


thr quarter line on another pile. We passed it 


over. Myself, my brother Michael and Kevin Kelly 


ended up getting a line right in between where w 


were digging and the car fires. We put kind of a 


water curtain up. In about five or ten minutes, 


the guys that were digging, we were able to get 


the chauffeur from 65 out. 


At that point we realized we were kind 


of close to some falling debris, and we kind of 


backed out. I just remember there was a 


battalion chief there, a senior battalion chief 
who I thought maybe was kind of having a heart 
attack or something because he was holding his 


chest and he was going down. 
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On West Street there was about three 


feet of water. I just remember grabbing the 


chief and helped him across. We waded through 


the water, onto the other side of the street. At 


that point we just proceeded north on West. 
We were sort of digging through the 
debris for the next 10 or 12 hours. That was my 


day on Tuesday. 


QO. The chauffeur you mentioned -- 

A. From 65. 

QO. Was his condition? 

A. I tell you what, I had my back to him 
at that point, because we had the line going. I 
just remember glancing over. The guys kind of 
carried him out, passed him out, and carried him 


away. At that point I shut the line, and that's 


when I saw that chief. I thought he was having a 


heart attack. We ended up sitting him down. He 


said that he was fine. 
We moved north on West Street after 
that. 
QO. The chauffeur's name, were you able to 
obtain the chauffeur's name? 


A. I never got his name, but he was a 
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chauffeur from 65. And I believe he was calling 
saying where he was. That's how guys knew 
somebody else with a radio, and that's how they 
honed in on him. He was either calling ona 


radio or they said they heard him calling. 


QO. What about the chief, do you know his 
name? 

A. I didn't get his name either, no. 

Q. Did you have any radio equipment with 
you? 

A. No, we had no radio equipment. Just, 


like I said, hand tools. I had a maul that I 
grabbed from home, an old Halligan that I had at 
home, and I grabbed those hand tools. We cut 
ropes off the ferry boat. Bobby Perretta had a 


Scott mask. 


On our way up West Street where th 
Jeep dropped us off, we were walking up West and 
we were taking whatever we could off of -- 


QO. Other vehicles? 


A. other department vehicles that were 
parked along West. We ended up grabbing a rabbit 


tool and a couple other hand tools. 


Q. Do you remember what companies you saw 
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there? 
A. No, I can't recall their numbers, 


because I guess the frame of mind I was in. 


There wer ngine companies along there, not 


ladder companies. That's what I remember, seeing 
pumpers, not ladder trucks. 


Q. Did you ever enter any of the 


buildings? When you got there, I think you said 
both of them collapsed. 
A. Yeah, when I got there, the second one 


already came down. There was really not many 


buildings to enter other than the surrounding 
ones, which we were concentrating our efforts 


where the Trade Center stood, in that pile of 


debris there. 
Q. Is there anything else that you think 


is important, any recollections of any 


firefighters that you may have seen, EMS people, 


civilians that you may have helped? 


A. At that point, like I said, we were in 


that area. We did make our way around towards 


he water and came up on -- I don't know if it's 


ct 


Chambers, Vesey a few blocks north. We were 


starting to gather over there, and we heard that 
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there was a building in danger of collapse. 


This was a couple hours later, maybe, 


and that huge building -- it was on that block. 
When that came down, we all ran down to the west 


side when that other building came down, and we 


went back to where the Trade Center was. We just 


said let's go back over there. We were kind of 


looking, digging, hoping maybe. 
Q. You stayed with the four people that 
you mentioned? 


A. We were pretty much together most of 


the day. I was there till around midnight. At 


that point it was just me and my brother. We 


split up from the other thr guys sometime 


during the day. 


QO. You said he's on the job too? 

A. Yeah. 

QO. Where does he work? 

A. He's assigned to the 8th Division, 


covering lieutenant. 


QO. If there's nothing else, I want to 


thank you for your time. 


MR. FEILER: We'll conclude at the 


interview at 1242 hours. 


